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ESKOM EXPO UNEARTHS YOUNG SCIENTISTS

SOUTH AFRICA'S T20 GLOBAL LEAGUE POSTPONED 
UNTIL NOVEMBER 2018

Young scientists from around the African 

continent and other parts of the world last 

week dazzled at the Eskom Expo for Young 

Scientists International Science Fair in 

Johannesburg. The Eskom Expo, endorsed by 

the departments of public enterprises, basic 

education, and science and technology, saw 

learners competing for a spot at the 

prestigious ISF, which is a culmination of all 

the regional competitions. The young 

scientists presented innovative projects, from 

solar systems and ways of saving water, to 

methods of being energy-efficient.  

Science on show 

At the expo, the learners showed their science 

experiments and projects to a panel of judges 

that included professionals from the private 

sector, academics, scientists and educators in 

a bid to take home a medal, a prize or a ticket 

to an International Science Fair. 

Apart from SA, participants at this year's 

event also came from Ghana, Nigeria, 

Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho 

and Brazil. 

The four Eskom Special Award winners 

were: 

Best Energy Project: Waheed Amanjee 

(Grade 10, Creston College, KZN); 

Best Energy Efficiency Project: Daniel 

Holmes (Grade 7, Grey Boys Junior School, 

Eastern Cape); Best Female Project: Khilona 

Piyarlall (Grade 9, Scottburgh High School, 

KZN); and Best Development Project: 

Kamogelo Rakgetse, (Grade 11, Abraham 

Serote Secondary, Limpopo). 

Eskom says the expo not only exposes 

learners to the exciting fields of science, 

technology, engineering, mathematics and 

innovation, but learners also get a chance to 

gain some important life skills, including 

critical thinking, problem-solving as well as 

discipline, presentation skills, the importance 

of team work as well as learning to interact 

with people from a variety of backgrounds.

Science and technology minister Naledi 

Pandor urged the youngsters to be resolute in 

following a career in science, engineering and 

technology, and to go as far as they can in 

their studies. 

"I always love coming to the Eskom Expo 

because it gives me a sense of what the future 

of our country looks like. The young 

scientists here are a demonstration that we as 

a nation can and will be a great achiever in 

the fields of science and technology. 

"I was intrigued to see that all their projects 

seek to solve problems we are facing today 

and the solutions they are developing are not 

for their own gain but for society's benefit," 

said Pandor. 

South Africa's new domestic Twenty20 

competition has been postponed by 12 

months until November 2018. The inaugural 

T20 Global League was set to begin next 

month with England's Eoin Morgan, Jason 

Roy and Kevin Pietersen among the 'marquee' 

internationals. The decision was taken at a 

joint Cricket South Africa and T20 Global 

League board meeting. The South African 

Cricketers' Association expressed "concern 

and disappointment" at the decision. It also 

called for an independent review into the  

reasons for the postponement, as well as 

calling for recompense for affected players. 

The league, planned as South Africa's 

answer to the Indian Premier League and 

Australia's Big Bash League, was due to 

start on 3 November. "I feel so sorry for all 

the youngsters who were going to learn and 

earn out of this comp! Disaster for SA 

sport!" said Pietersen on social media. "To 

think of the number of SA youngsters, 

players about to retire and coaches missing 

out this season is simply not good enough!" 

T H I S  W E E K ' S  H I G H L I G H T S

The new radio platform will 
enable the patients to share their 

experiences, and face their 
biggest battles together. South 

Africa’s champion low-cost 
carrier kulula.com has partnered 

with the Red Cross War 
Memorial Children’s Hospital in 

Cape Town by donating funds to 
launch a first-of-its-kind radio 

station by children for children in 
Africa, RX Radio. The donation 
of R150 000 made to the Red 

Cross War Memorial Children’s 
Hospital will contribute to the 

launch of the first child-produced 
radio station, where patients get 

trained as producers and 
presenters to assist other 

patients in their struggles to 
alleviate their anxiety and 

loneliness, whilst spending some 
time in hospital. 

Source: goodthingsguy.com

PeppaComm 
Weather Conditions 

#Dove 
Mlondi Dlamini 

#LifeEsidimeni 
#VanBreda 
#LionMama 

@peppacomm

Twitter

PeppaComm 
Alexander Forbes 
Arecont Vision 

Larsen & Toubro Infotech Ltd 

Also in attendance and to officially open 

this year's Eskom Expo ISF were the 

deputy minister of basic education, Enver 

Surty; Eskom group executive, Thava 

Govender; as well as chairman of the 

Eskom Expo board of directors, Pieter

Pretorius. Surty noted the significance of 

this year's fair as it coincides with the 

celebration of the life of the late struggle 

stalwart, Oliver Reginald Tambo, who was 

an avid scholar and teacher of mathematics 

and science at one point in his life. 

"Had he been here today, OR would've 

been proud of all of you for taking an 

interest in these subjects. The world is 

changing at a rapid pace due to technology, 

and because of the fields you have decided 

to pursue ? the destiny of this country lies 

squarely in your hands. We need you to 

develop your critical thinking and problem- 

solving skills so that you can help our

country to prosper." 

Govender said Eskom's involvement in the 

expo is largely driven by the need to 

develop engineers in the country. "For 

years now, the grave shortage of engineers, 

not just locally but around the globe, has 

been a major threat to meaningful 

advancement, particularly within the 

context of contributing to sustainable 

human, social and economic development. 

The competition is Eskom's way of 

addressing the mismatch between supply 

and demand in science, technology, 

engineering, mathematics and innovation." 

Bursary boost 

Eskom also awarded bursaries worth a total 

of R1 332 000 to three deserving young 

scientists towards studying engineering 

degrees at a university of their choice in 

South Africa. Grade 12 learners 

Nondumiso Mdletshe from Khula High 

School in KwaZulu-Natal, Joshua Boa- 

Amponsem from Empangeni High School 

also in KwaZulu-Natal, as well as Sindi 

Matlaila from Khamane Secondary School

in Mpumalanga all walked away with 

bursaries. 

"The Eskom Expo lived up to expectation 

by unearthing young scientists from across 

South Africa and other countries around 

the world," says the power utility. 

Two other learners – Edrich Theodor 

Engelbrecht and Khilona Piyarlall – walked 

away with R75 000 and R50 000 prize 

money, respectively. 
Source: itweb.co.za 

Source: bbc.com 

The SA Post Office has 
announced that customers who 

renew their postboxes before the 
end of 2017 will qualify for a free 
digital postbox for life. A digital 

postbox is a platform where 
users can send and receive 
eRegistered and confidential 

mail electronically. eRegistered 
mail is the “Legislated Electronic 
Registered Mail of South Africa”, 
and has the same legal status 

as the current physical 
registered mail. Where the law 

requires documents to be 
delivered by registered mail, 

doing so via eRegistered mail
will suffice. The digital postbox is 
a “highly-secure communication 

platform for sending and 
receiving electronic mail”, and 
offers an encrypted vault for 

storing electronic documents. 
Safe payment options for paying 

accounts are also available. 
Source: mybroadband.co.za

Three South African athletes have 
been nominated for the IAAF 

World Athlete of the Year awards 
and South Africans need to start 

voting. Wayde Van Niekerk, 
Caster Semenya and Luvo 
Manyonga have all been 

nominated for the IAAF World 
Athlete of the Year. Wayde Van 
Niekerk and Luvo Manyonga are 
in the running for male athlete of 
the year and Caster Semenya is 
in line for female athlete of the 

year. The nominations consisted 
of 10 men and 10 women so 
having three South Africans 
involved is something to be 

celebrated! The last South African 
to come home with the top title 
was world high jump champion 

Hestrie Cloete, in 2003. All three 
of the South African nominated 

athletes won gold in their 
respective events at this year’s 

World Championships in London. 
Source: goodthingsguy.com

Did you know?
 - Grapes explode when you put them in 
the microwave. 
 - Domestic cats dislike citrus scents. 
 - Tree hugging is forbidden in China. 
 - You're more likely to be killed by a 
champagne cork than by a poisonous 
spider. 
 - India is home to over 200 million cows. 
 - The Taj Mahal in India is made entirely 
out of marble. 
 - You take over 23,000 breaths everyday. 
 - The longest possible eclipse of the sun 
is 7.31 minutes.
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